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The workshop leaders
All three leaders are members of the Von Hügel Institute (VHI) at St Edmund’s College, a postgraduate college of Cambridge University which is partnered with Addis Ababa University College of Education in this DelPHE sponsored research capacity building programme for Ethiopia. All three have previous experience in Ethiopia – Professor Bridges for the last 20 years and Dr Ridley for the last 10 years
Professor David Bridges is Chair of the VHI and Professorial Fellow at the University of East Anglia.  He is Chair of the Philosophy of Education Society of Great Britain and a Council member of both the British and European Educational Research Associations.
Dr Barbara Ridley Co-Directs the DelPHE Project and has overseen the development of its website.  She teaches educational research methods at the University of East Anglia, where she supervises a large number of research students and directs the Hong Kong doctoral programme.

Dr Dave Ebbutt was one of the founding figures in classroom action research in the UK and has huge experience of the conduct of field research.  He was employed as an educational researcher at the University of East Anglia and more recently in the Faculty of Education in Cambridge.
Membership

The workshop is open to education research staff not only of the host institution but also of other higher education institutions accessible within the region. The first afternoon session will be open to any staff of the institutions.  The subsequent parts of the workshop will be open only to staff with a commitment to carrying out small scale local research.

Outcomes

1. Workshop materials will be freely available on the project web-site – as will other related materials.

2. Research reports from participants will be eligible for inclusion in what we hope will be a special issue of one of the leading Ethiopian educational research journals.

3. Similarly they will be eligible for inclusion in the national educational research conference scheduled for 2009.

4. The research is expected to be action orientated – and we expect to see it informing local policy and practice and contributing in this way to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

5. We hope to build through this programme a collaborative research network with purpose designed web-based forum for resources, support and communication

Programme

Tuesday 29th May
14.00
Opening of the workshop and welcome (Host Dean and or President)

14.15
Recent developments in educational research (with particular reference to qualitative 
approaches, methods and forms of representation – and to the relationship between 
research, policy and practice): 

Professor David Bridges


Questions and discussion

15.00
Action Research

Dr Dave Ebbutt


Questions and discussion

16.00
Tea/ coffee


16.15
Educational research at the service of the millennium goals: Dr Barbara Ridley


Briefing for second day of workshop
17.00
Conclude

Wednesday 30th May

09.00
Doing research locally: an introduction

Professor David Bridges
09.15
Interviewing workshop (a practical session on conducting interviews for research 
purposes)


Dr Dave Ebbutt


Tea/coffee to be taken around 10.30

11.30
Observation and descriptive writing: briefing on task for the afternoon

Dr Barbara Ridley
12.00
Lunch (There will be an observational and writing task to be acarried out during the 
lunch period)

14.00
Observation and descriptive writing (continued)

15.30
Tea

15.45
Basic ethical considerations in educational research


Professor David Bridges

16.30
Developing a short research proposal


Professor David Bridges

17.00
Conclude

Participants will be asked to consider and draft in outline overnight a short research proposal to be presented for discussion and development on Day 3 of the workshop

Thursday 31st May
09.00
Discussion of issues which people faced in trying to develop a short research 
proposal


Presentation and discussion of short research proposals

10.30
Tea/coffee

10.45
The project web site and how to use it


Dr Barbara Ridley


Future support and the 2009 conference


Professor David Bridges

12.00
Conclude

Facilities and resources
The second and third days of the workshop will require a flexible space in which we can break up into smaller groups.

We shall need an overhead projector and a supply of blank transparencies and pens.

It would be useful to have some cassette recorders available (for the practical interviewing sessions)

Ideally we could do with a computer with internet access to demonstrate the website on the third day.

Finance

All Professor Bridges’, Dr Ridley’s and Dr Ebbutt’s expenses are covered under the project

There is provision in the budget for some local costs.

There will be no payment to staff for participation in the workshop or subsequent research work.

