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Allies, Lorna (1999) ‘Positionality in life history research’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, University of Sussex at Brighton, September 2-5 1999. (URL: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/00001204.htm)

Abstract: 
In educational research literatures the choice of research area and informants is frequently acknowledged as opportunistic or serendipitous. Whilst my own choice of school governors as life historians might be seen in this light, the compelling factor has been my own personal and theoretical positionality. I will investigate the relationship between my positioning, fashioned by current circumstances, life history and the part time EdD I am undertaking, and my choice of research subject, methodology and informants. Additionally I will explore the impact of my positionality on my approach to seeking out and working with individual governors (author abstract).
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Armitage, Andrew** (2007) ‘Truths and realities: an autobiographical account of a researcher's view from the inside’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, Institute of Education, University of London, 5-8 September 2007

Abstract: 
Modernity's positivistic portrayal of absolute truth is according to postmodernists a myth, in a world of multiple realities that people inhabit. As such postmodernism argues for the demise of the meta-narrative, as they claim modernism violates reality and imposes closure upon research process and its findings. This has implications for those engaged in the normative research traditions and paradigms, as it calls into question whose reality and truth do we accept or present to those who read such accounts. This also challenges the motivations that lie behind those who report and publish their findings. It can be argued that scientific method is no more than a superficial attempt to make the unscientific scientific, and that truth and the veracity of research findings are obfuscated by the dualism of power and knowledge that protect paradigmatical positions. As such the idea that the research process and its findings can ever be truly reflexive is called into question through a personal meta-narrative. Research findings are often written up for publication perpetuates what is, in fact, a myth of objectivity. It is therefore the intention of this paper is to challenge issues of self-doubts, beliefs, and assumptions using a piece of published research as the vehicle to unfold a personal reflexive discourse of the research process from its conception to the data collection stage. Conducting research and its eventual publication leads to those receiving, and reading such accounts into the belief that a "tidy" and "orderly" path has been travelled through the research process. Authors of research accounts present an idealised conception of how social and management research is designed and executed, where research is carefully planned in advance, predetermined methods and procedures followed, and results are the inevitable conclusion. Thus, authors of research rarely acknowledge the realities of conducting research, or confronting their own self-doubts, and beliefs in what they are attempting to convey to the recipients of research accounts. It can also be argued that some authors do not challenge the paradigms that they are working within. Accepting instead the epistemological foundations of their research, and presenting the accompanying literature as the "whole body of knowledge". Therefore, the underpinning research design, data collection methods and procedures and its subsequent analysis would appear to be unchallengeable in terms of its validity and reliability. Researchers rarely admit to their own failings and fallibilities, as this would challenge their self-appointed position as the expert and undermine their role as "judge" and "jury" of the issues under scrutiny. This would doubtless lead those who read such "objective" accounts to doubt the worthiness of findings. What is presented here is an autobiographical account of my personal struggle as I came to terms with the way I saw the world when conducting research. Section one considers the notion of postmodernism and whether it can offer any answers to my search for truth and reality. Section Two relays my autobiographical accounts from the field. The third section is a personal reflection of my journey (author abstract).
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Note: This paper is also relevant for research methodology

Daly, Caroline; Pachler, Norbert; Pickering, Jon; Bezemer, Jeff J. (2006) ‘A study of e-learners' experiences: what can be learnt from narrative methods of data collection in an embedded approach to evaluation?’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, University of Warwick, 6-9 September 2006

Abstract: 
This paper reports the findings of a qualitative investigation into the experiences of e-learners. The research was conducted within the framework of a pilot evaluation strategy which was implemented with a cohort of participants on the mixed-mode Master of Teaching (Mteach) programme at the Institute of Education, University of London. The focus is on the subjective, perceptual and experiential aspects of the learners' experiences, and how they can be gauged as part of an evaluation strategy which is built into course design. The paper reports how, in order to investigate within the domains of psychological and social orientations to e-learning situations, an innovative methodology was devised based on the collection and construction of learner narratives. Narrative research methods have the flexibility that is necessary to capture and record the complexities of human experiential phenomena, and the principle of narration here informs both the research methods and the presentation of outcomes in the form of sample cases. Through a continuous process of meta-level engagement with the research by all participants, the study analyses learner responses to the processes in which they are engaged, and makes recommendations for meta-learning opportunities to be embedded within e-learning course design (author abstract).
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Note: Although the topic is in the context of ICT, the paper provides an interesting discussion about narrative data analysis

