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Bucknall, Sue (2007) ‘Researching young researchers in primary schools: responding to children's evaluations of a participatory technique’. 
Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association New Researchers/Student Conference, Institute of Education, University of London, 5 September 2007

Abstract: 
Increased emphasis on children's "voices" and their rights to be involved in events and decisions which affect them has seen a move towards children becoming participants and co-researchers in research projects about their lives. This has prompted a further step towards enabling children to become "active" researchers in their own right (Kellett, 2005). The Children's Research Centre (CRC) at the Open University is a pioneering initiative in this field. This paper draws on data from a doctoral study exploring the experiences of groups of English primary school children who have undertaken research training through the CRC programme prior to carrying out research projects of their own choice. Issues emerging include the importance of (i) identifying a reliable method of evaluating what children have to say about their experiences of doing research (ii) offering them an authentic role in evaluating the efficacy of such a method and (iii) recognising the research knowledge and skills they have developed. 10 and 11 year old children's evaluations of a particular participatory technique as a means of representing their views have raised some important points. The value these children place upon the recognition of unique perspectives, the dangers of concealing individual priorities within group data and issues relating to internal validity all have implications for how the data generated with children within the context of this study can be analysed and represented. This is a crucial consideration if the technique is to be used to make comparisons across groups as the study continues (author abstract)
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Fielding, Michael and McGregor, Jane (2005) ‘Deconstructing student voice: new spaces for dialogue or new opportunities for surveillance?’. Paper presented at the American Educational Research Association Annual Conference (AERA), Montreal, Canada, 11-15 April 2005

Abstract: 
This paper sets out to explore recent developments in a re-emerging field, now often known as "student voice", which in its apparent desire to encourage young people to articulate their concerns and aspirations about a whole range of matters has the potential to offer an important contribution to educational renewal. We begin by attempting to contextualise what is now a burgeoning range of practical and research activities before then attempting a two-fold differentiation of what we take "student voice" to be about. We look, firstly, at professional understandings and locations of student voice in order to try to get a more fine-grained feel for the kinds of things that currently exemplify its daily work, using examples from the Networked Learning Communities programme in England. Secondly, and partly in response to disappointments and unfulfilled aspirations, we look at a number of political and ideological frameworks in the hope that they might assist in deepening our understanding of the prospects and possibilities of future work in this field. In our final, short section we argue strongly for the development of dialogic spaces, both private and public, within and between schools. We end with some ambivalent reflections on the two central aspirations of student voice work, namely, that it holds out the possibility of (i) fruitful educational development and (ii) deeper "transformation" (author abstract)
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Fielding, Michael and Rudduck, Jean (2002) ‘The transformative potential of student voice: confronting the power issues’. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the British Educational Research Association, University of Exeter, England, 12-14 September 2002. (The text is in the Education-line internet document collection at: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/00002544.htm)

Abstract: 
This paper, a contribution to the symposium "Student consultation, community and democratic tradition" on the missing link in student voice and democracy, highlights the co-existence in schools of two different discourses, one reflecting enterprise in a flexible market place and the other, liberal traditions of social democracy. The paper explores intellectual and practical resolutions of the potential conflicts. It is based on research undertaken as part of the ESRC's Teaching and Learning Research Programme Project, Consulting Pupils about Teaching and Learning 2000-2003
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Flutter, Julia (2007) Training Materials for Students-as-Researchers Projects.

Cambridge: University of Cambridge Faculty of Education.
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Kellett, Mary (2006) ‘Pupils as active researchers: using engagement with research process to enhance creativity and thinking skills in 10-12 year-olds’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, University of Warwick, 6-9 September 2006

Abstract: 
In 2002 a longitudinal action research project was launched to explore innovative ways to engage 10-12 year-olds in active research (Kellett 2003; 2004; 2005; Kellett et al. 2004). The project is now in its fourth year and the growing numbers of pupils who have participated provides an opportunity to stand back and evaluate some of the impact this is having on pupil learning and self-development. Semi-structured interviews with pupils, and parents from participant cohorts across the first two years were undertaken. Findings show that engaging in original research of their own choice provides pupils with creative opportunities for enhanced learning catalysed by high motivation, a sense of ownership and raised self-esteem. Findings also point to the development of higher order thinking, enhanced communication and analytical skills which are transferable into other aspects of pupils' learning (author abstract)
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Thomas, Deborah (2007) ‘Breaking through the sound barrier: difficulties of voiced research in schools uncommitted to pupil voice’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, Institute of Education, University of London, 5-8 September 2007

Abstract: 
There has been widespread public discussion about the social and economic consequences of educational exclusion and numerous government initiatives to combat truancy and engage marginalized young people in their education. While the relevant literature tells us that young people want their voices heard, there is little opportunity for them to contribute to the debate. Here I tell the story of a collaborative research project with pupils "at risk" of dropping out of education that sought to do just that, but that did not run to plan. The pervasiveness of school structures that work to silent student voice seeped through into the research. This paper draws on Foucault's discourse theory to understand how hierarchical structures, authoritative ethos and inherent expectations of student and adult behaviour in school contributed to a corruption of the original research design and a watering down of the opportunities to be heard that were originally intended. Because of this, to an extent the research project could be said to have contributed to the contradictory and damaging messages that the schools gave out about the status of student voice. This presents a dilemma in conducting such research in institutions where the sound of the student voice is not valued (author abstract)
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