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Armitage, A. (2007) ‘Title: 
 Mutual research designs: redefining mixed methods research design’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, Institute of Education, University of London, 5-8 September 2007

Abstract: 
This paper responds to the challenge of Tashakkori and Teddlie, who in their Handbook of Mixed Methods have invited others to re-define their typology of mixed methods research design. The extant literature concerning this terminology has and continues to cause much confusion and concern for those who adhere to the complaints of those who hold diametrical positions within the mono-paradigm approach of conducting research undertakings. Those of a more practical and pluralistic persuasion, who hold that research should address real life problems over the methodological pureness of mono-methodological positions, favour the adherence towards what has become known as the "Third Way" encapsulated within the pragmatic paradigm. The use of a mixed methods approach found within the research process is based on a rationale of making a number of pragmatic decisions. Therefore this paper commences with a discussion of the relationship between paradigm and strategy. The assumptions of the pragmatic paradigm are then outlined and these are set in the context of other paradigm positions. The discussion proceeds on the closeness of the relationship between paradigm assumptions and approach before offering a redefinition of the terminology currently in use within the extant literature concerning mixed methods research (author abstract).
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Bassey, M. (1998) ‘Fuzzy generalisation: an approach to building educational theory’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, The Queen's University of Belfast, Northern Ireland, 27th - 30th August 1998

Abstract: 
 The theory of fuzzy logic suggests a way of encapsulating the claims to educational knowledge of qualitative empirical research. A fuzzy generalisation replaces the certainty of a scientific generalisation ("it is true that ...") by the uncertainty, or fuzziness, of statements that contain qualifiers ("it is sometimes true that ..."). [It contrasts with the statistical generalisation of quantitative empirical research ("it is true in p% of cases that ...")] Alone a fuzzy generalisation is no more than the researcher's equivalent of the politician's sound-bite, and as such has little credence, but, supported by a research account which makes clear the context of the statement and the justifying evidence, it provides a user-friendly account of research findings. Fuzzy generalisation invites replication and this, by leading to augmentation and modification of the generalisation, contributes powerfully to the edifice of educational theory
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Berry, Rita S.Y. (1998) ‘Conducting a piece of educational research: choice of topic, adoption of suitable research methodology, and narrowing down of investigative focus’.

Paper presented at the European Conference for Educational Research, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia September 17th to 20th 1998

Abstract: 
This paper reports on the thought processes engaged in at the early stage of conducting a piece of educational research. Using her own PhD study as an example, the presenter will outline in three separate sections how to choose a broad topic to investigate, select a suitable research methodology, and narrow the focus of the investigation. The first section discusses a number of ways to identify a research topic and argues that an appropriate topic is one which takes the role of educational research into consideration. The second one focuses on the thinking involved when selecting a methodology to use once a broad focus has been decided upon, and the final section demonstrates how a broad research focus can be narrowed down to a specific investigative level
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Buckley, Charles A.; Waring, Michael (2005) ‘The evolving nature of grounded theory: experiential reflections on the potential of the method for analysing children's attitudes towards physical activity’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, University of Glamorgan, 14-17 September 2005
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Delamont, S. (2007) ‘Arguments against auto-ethnography’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, Institute of Education, University of London, 5-8 September 2007

Abstract: 
This is a deliberately controversial paper: once I have explained the elaborate metaphor that produced the title, I develop a series of arguments against auto-ethnography, illustrating the paper with examples from the on-going ethnographic research project on the Brazilian martial art, capoeira. Since Composing Ethnography (Ellis & Bochner, 1996) there has been an explosion in auto-ethnography. Journals such as Qualitative Inquiry and Qualitative Studies in Education regularly feature auto-ethnographic papers. This is almost entirely pernicious. There are six reasons for that bold verdict. Auto-ethnography is essentially lazy - literally lazy and also intellectually lazy. 1. The task of the social sciences is to study the social world, introspection is not an appropriate substitute for data collection. 2. The task of the social scientist is to move their discipline forward (and, some could argue change society). 3. Auto-ethnography raises very serious ethical problems, which are often ignored. 4. Auto-ethnography focuses on the wrong people. Social scientists are not interesting or worthy of research and the minutiae of their bodies, families or housework are spectacularly uninteresting. 5. Auto-ethnography focuses on people on the wrong side of Becker's (1967) classic question (Whose side are we on?). Auto-ethnography focuses on the powerful and not the powerless to whom we should be directing our sociological gaze. 6. Auto-ethnography cannot provide any way(s) to make the familiar strange. Research Focus: This paper uses on-going ethnographic fieldwork on an educational setting to illustrate an argument about a fashionable, but self- deprecating trend in qualitative research. Contribution to Knowledge: The paper addresses a controversial topic in qualitative research and offers an unfashionable call for abandoning it in favour of more intellectually productive approaches (author abstract)
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Lang, Melanie (2007) ‘Problems facing qualitative researchers: some examples’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association New Researchers/Student Conference, Institute of Education, University of London, 5 September 2007.

Abstract: 
 Brewer (1993) identifies five types of problems facing social researchers - problems of technique, methodology, ethics, social context and personal security. Drawing on my experiences as a PhD candidate conducting qualitative research into good practice within the culture of competitive youth swimming, this paper will use the five problem areas identified by Brewer to discuss issues that were identified in the planning stages of my study and how these shaped the study design. The research was realised through a period of ethnographic observation at three Amateur Swimming Association (ASA)-affiliated swimming clubs at different levels of the elite-development ladder and in-depth semi-structured interviews with key figures in swimming clubs - coaches, club welfare officers and team managers (author abstract)
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Note: Although the topic might not seem relevant, the papers offers a neat classification of problems inherent in carrying out qualitative research.

Stamatoglou, Maria (20040 ‘Listening to young children's voices: an ethnographic study on nursery play’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, University of Manchester, 16-18 September 2004. (URL: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/00003674.htm)

Abstract: 
Over the past decades young children's play has been the focus of biological, psychological, sociological and educational research. Play is considered to be the medium of early learning, yet it has mainly been researched by observing children at play within early childhood educational settings and by interviewing proxy raters (for example their parents/carers and educators); hardly ever had young children been asked to provide their own accounts regarding their nursery play experiences. On these accounts this paper addresses the need for young children's voices to be heard. It is based on a yearlong study at a nursery school in the north of England where approximately 100 young children aged between 3 and 4:6 years old, 22 parents and 9 nursery teachers and nurses participated. The aims of the study were to "listen to young children's voices"; to place their views alongside the perceptions of their significant adults; to allow young children to become active participants in the "play" research process. For the purposes of this ethnographic study the researcher's fieldnotes, children's drawings, "peripheral" observations, a video camera, a tape recorder, and still photographs taken by the children themselves provided data for analysis. The video footage and still photographs were later used as stimuli for the group interviews with the children and the semi-structured interviews with their significant adults. Discourse analysis suggested that young children's play comments on their nursery play can provide practitioners and other significant adults with valuable insight into their views of nursery play. With children's constructions of learning, gender and power relations providing the main themes of this study it is believed that young children's voices are distinct and if placed alongside the perspectives of their parents/carers and nursery practitioners can help us create a complete picture of the nursery play with implications on the implementation of the early childhood education curriculum (author abstract).
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Bullough, Robert V. Jr. and Pinnegar, Stefinee (2001) ‘Guidelines for Quality in Autobiographical Forms of Self-Study Research’. Educational Researcher, Vol. 30, No. 3, 13-21

Abstract: The authors situate the origins of self-study in four developments within education: the growing prominence of naturalistic inquiry methods, the rise of the Reconceptualist movement in curriculum studies, the increased involvement of international scholars in teacher education research, and the re-emergence of action research and its variations. They focus on autobiography and correspondence (e-mail, letters, recorded conversations) not only because these are the dominant forms of self-study but because of the demands they present for producers and consumers. The work of C. Wright Mills (1959) is used to provide a framework for determining what makes a piece of self-study writing research. Mills argues that personal troubles cannot be solved as merely troubles, but must be understood in terms of public issues and history (p. 226). Insights are drawn from literary conventions. A set of guidelines are provided for consideration by self-study researchers in their quest for greater quality.

Keywords: Qualitative research, autobiography, Self-Study research, action research, research quality

Note: See Delamont, S. (2007) – Arguments against Auto-ethnography

Eisenhart, Margaret (2001) ‘Educational Ethnography Past, Present, and Future:

Ideas to Think With’, Educational Researcher, Vol. 30, No. 8, 16-27

Abstract: This paper addresses an issue that constantly plagues all social science research: How should we adjust our conceptual orientations and methodological priorities to take into account apparently changing human experiences and priorities? I take up this issue in the form of three “muddles,” or confusing situations, that confront me as an ethnographer trying to work in today’s contentious educational research atmosphere. In my case, the three muddles concern the meaning of “culture;” the enthusiasm (or not) for ethnography; and the researcher’s responsibility to those she writes about and hopes to help. First, I describe each muddle. Then I try to “tidy them up,” at least enough to give some direction to my future work. I find that some familiar ideas about culture, ethnography, and researcher responsibility are still very useful, but they should be thought about in new ways in light of present circumstances.
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Sloane, Finnbar C. and Gorard, Stephen (2003) ‘Exploring Modeling Aspects of Design Experiments’. Educational Researcher, Vol. 32, No. 1, 29-31

Abstract: In this article the authors use the process of model building (model

formulation, fit, and validation) in applied settings to raise pertinent

questions about design experiment (DE) methodology. We argue

that the DE work presented in this issue highlights features of model

formulation and local validation, but does not discuss model fitting

or broader models of validation. This article marks out key areas for

the DE community to address and concludes by positing that the

concept of artifact failure in design research may be a more appropriate

area of concern when designing an artifact (whether the artifact

is a learning process or a software product). DE research is

relatively new as an educational research method (Brown, 1992;

Collins, 1992). We believe that DE researchers and the more general

research methodology communities must work together to fully

evaluate and reap the potential rewards of this developing research

method.
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