CASE STUDY – BIBLIOGRAPHY

NOTE: 
* indicates a document in which the author DO NOT give permission for circulation without their consent

** indicates a document that is relevant for another category, i.e. ‘action research AND Diaries and Research Logs’. 

EDUCATION-LINE

Armour, Kathleen M.; Yelling, Martin; Duncombe, Rebecca (2002) ‘Warranted research findings and changing teachers' practice: the case of the case study’. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the British Educational Research Association, University of Exeter, England, 12-14 September 2002.

Abstract: This paper considers research on teachers' professional development in the context of Gorard's (2002) arguments about warranted claims from non-experimental evidence in educational research. It focuses on qualitative methods in general, and within case studies in particular. Qualitative research is fundamentally about seeking and representing depth, detail, shifting and "authentic" accounts, multiple interpretations and diverse dimensions. Thus, if qualitative data are required to address, or partially address, a research question, then the method(s) must reflect those imperatives. In research on teachers' learning and its impacts upon pupils' learning, case study research can be useful. It embraces complexity, case-context information is central, a range of methods can be employed, findings can be "tested" in development activities that, in themselves can form the basis of further research, and changes to practice can be recommended within a relatively transparent framework. The outcomes of the research are, at the same time, complex yet accessible and interesting for practitioners, offering opportunities for the "extension of experience" (Stake, 2000). The arguments around qualitative and quantitative approaches to research are well rehearsed and are not reproduced here (and case studies can contain both) but questions about the claims made from different forms of research should be debated. This paper revisits the role of qualitative research within the case study in educational research, provides examples from research on teachers' professional development and highlights tensions and possibilities in seeking warrants that might be applicable to case study research conclusions (author abstract)
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Bassey, Michael (1999) ‘Case study, case study, case study!’. Paper presented at the British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, University of Sussex at Brighton, September 2 - 5 1999

Abstract: This paper offers new insights and relates to a book published by the speaker earlier this year. An educational case study is an empirical enquiry Within a localised boundary of space and time, into interesting aspects of a case, in its natural context, within an ethic of respect for persons, in order to inform the judgements and decisions of practitioners or policy-makers, or of theoreticians working to these ends, and such that sufficient data is collected to explore significant features, to create plausible interpretations, to test for their trustworthiness, to construct a worthwhile argument or account, to relate this to other relevant research, to convey convincingly this argument or account to an audience, and to provide an audit trail. Three different kinds of educational case study are identified, viz: theory-seeking and theory-testing case study linked to fuzzy generalisation; story-telling and picture-drawing case study; and evaluative case study. methodology, case study, singularity
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