ETHIOPIA-ED ONLINE RESOURCES: A ‘how to’ guide and few information

This reports aims to summarise and outline the main online resources used to search, find and download documents, articles, etc.

The diagram below reports the types of online sources. 












Mixed links: material can be free for download, subscriptions might be required or in some cases they are interesting they offer further links to other valuable websites: 

Free links: Usually these allow for free download: 


Subscription only (unless otherwise stated): 

Links will be reported under each one of the categories above.


These are ERIC, BREI (British Education Index), AUEI (Australian Education Index), JSTOR. To access these requires an individual or institutional subscription. While the first three will allow for extensive searches, access to the articles requires further individual or institutional subscription to journals. JSTOR, on the other hand, is a database of already available articles for download. They all allow for simple and advanced searches using the Boolean system. ERIC, BREI and AUEI also allow for the possibility of ‘saving searches’ or saving ‘search history’, for using the ‘thesaurus’ option to have an overview of all descriptors and keywords used to classify the entries in the database, and for emailing searches detail. JSTOR does not allow to save a ‘search history’, but it allows for a ‘browse’ option similar to the ‘thesaurus’ option above. 

Links: 

JSTOR: http://www.jstor.org/

The one used for the Ethiopia-Ed project was EDUCATION-LINE, which is ‘a freely accessible database of the full text of conference papers, working papers and electronic literature which supports educational research, policy and practice’ (http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/). More extensively:

‘Education-line provides an internet medium through which authors can present early versions of their work and interested parties can keep abreast of topical issues in educational research.

The focus of Education-line is on texts which are relevant to the study, practice and administration of education at a professional level. Texts are supplied for addition to the collection by their authors, often as a result of presentations made at conferences.

The database marries the strengths of traditional bibliographic discovery tools, like the British Education Index, with automatic, online full text delivery of the documents referenced in the collection. The service allows for the identification of texts on very specific topics or within general fields.

The database, initially a project in the Electronic Libraries Programme, was launched in 1997 and received funding from the Joint Information Systems Committee until January 2000. The British Education Index office is responsible for all aspects of database production including the description of the subject content of literature using terms from the British Education Thesaurus. Texts in the Education-line collection are also indexed in the British Education Index’ (http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/elinfo.htm). 

The paper freely available for download as both word documents and as HTML only were papers originally given at a number of conferences, the main ones being BERA, ECER, SERA, and SCUTREA (se below for links). Of great interest is also the database ‘British Education Internet Resource Catalogue’ (http://brs.leeds.ac.uk/~beiwww/beirc.htm), that is a catalogue

‘designed to help people with a professional or scholarly interest in education or training to identify useful internet resources.

The Catalogue provides descriptions and hyperlinks for evaluated internet resources within an indexed database. The collection aims to list and describe significant information resources and services specifically relevant to the study, practice and administration of education at a professional level. The primary audience comprises researchers, teachers and students in the field of education in the higher and further education sectors of the United Kingdom but its value will stretch beyond those groups.

The Catalogue is produced by the British Education Index office within Leeds University Library. It resulted from work conducted with project funding from the Joint Information Systems Committee but is now supported by the BEI office with income generated independently of provision of the BEI itself.

The searchable Catalogue is freely available’. 

 The Education-line catalogue can be searched by ‘browsing the thesaurus’, ‘browsing the index’ or by doing an ‘advanced query’ (http://brs.leeds.ac.uk/~beiwww/beid.html). 

Links:

BERA (British Educational Research Association): www.bera.ac.uk 

ECER (European Conference Educational Research): www.eera.ac.uk
SERA (Scottish Educational Research Association(: www.sear.ac.uk
SCUTREA (Standing Conference on University Teaching and Research in the Education of Adults): www.scutrea.ac.uk 


The academic institutions sources vary. They can be University or department websites, or institutions for academic research such as the UK NFER (National Foundation for Educational Research, www.nfer.ac.uk, or centres within Universities and departments, or schools and faculties. The same variability is to be found in terms of the material available and whether the material, usually listed under ‘publications’ or ‘research’ is freely available for download. Searching facilities also vary. More detail information is given for the ones used in the project. It needs to be said that the content of these website also varies. In general they tend to report research studies that are topically focused and they tend to report less papers on methodology. 

The TLRP website

The main source of information with regard to methodology used for this project is the TLRP (Teaching and Learning Research Programme) at http://www.tlrp.org/.  Below is a quick guide to how to use the rich database. The website can be searched by:

· projects

· themes

· capacity

· publications

These are all listed on the left hand side of the home page. Because the TLRP hosts other sites as well, it is possible to search the TLRP site only, or ‘all TLRP sites’. I would suggest this approach if the intention is that of browsing. If the aim is that of retrieving material specific to educational research, the best approach is to click on the ‘search’ button at the top of the home page. You will be directed to the ‘search website’ (http://www.tlrp.org/search.html). You can now search by:

· keyword

· title

· author

· date, or

· browse all publications

Click on ‘search by keywords’ and write in the box above ‘research’, choose ‘www.tlrp.org only’ and you will be directed to a new page listing all entries for the keyword ‘research’. The page lists three search levels: Level 1 Terms’, ‘Level 2 Terms’, and ‘Level 3 Terms’ Out ‘Level 1 Terms’ choose ‘Research approaches’ and a new list of terms will appear. If the term you choose now is further subdivided a ‘Level 3 Terms’ list will open. If the term is not further divided then click on ‘Search for "Run Search for Research Ethics’ at the centre bottom of the screen and retrieve the documents showing on the same page.

The RECOUP website

RECOUP stands for Research Consortium on Educational Outcomes and Poverty (http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/recoup/). The project, whose webpage is hosted within that of the Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge (http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk), is, as stated in the home page 

‘RECOUP is a partnership of seven institutions from UK and four developing countries - Kenya, Ghana, India and Pakistan - coordinated by the University of Cambridge. Established with DFID funding in 2005, it is a five-year research programme during which more children than ever before - particularly those from poor households - will be moving through schooling and training to become working youths and adults. Their fortunes will be affected not only by their educational experiences, but also by the broader context of welfare and opportunity. The multi-sectoral objectives of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) acknowledge this inter-dependence. Yet its nature and strength are not fully understood, and judgments about priorities for policy change, or about their sequencing, are not always firmly based’.

The only downloadable documents on the site are to be found by clicking the Resource and then ‘Working Papers’ link on the right hand side.  

The ‘useful links’ resource (http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/recoup/resources/links.html) is informative, extensive and worth browsing. The majority of the hosted websites, though, focus on development issues rather than education and it might take some time to find sites which have the information required. However, one site offers ample resources for education.

The Eldis Education Resource Guide, IDS, University of Sussex

The Eldis website (http://www.eldis.org/) hosts, as they claim, over ‘22,000 summarised documents from over 4,500 development organisations – all available free to download’. This website was used extensively to retrieve documents on participatory research, community research, education and student voice. There are many ways to search the website and to take advantage of the many external links to other research sites. The easiest way is to choose a category from the extensive list of topics in the centre right of the screen. The documents can be searched either as ‘Resource guides’ that ‘provide quick access to research on major policy and research issues’, or as ‘Dossiers’ in the format of narrative case studies. Alternatively, it is possible to choose from one of the topics from the list, and then choose different topics within the chosen one from each search page.

Example 1: click on ‘education’ as a topic. A new page will open. The centre page lists a number of ‘later additions’ that you can browse. Or you can choose to restrict the search by using any of the list of topics on the left hand side. Also note the green box at the bottom of the left hand side list. This box contains links to external websites that can be useful to extend your search. 

Example 2: for searching documents that focus on participatory and student voice methodology, click on the ‘Manual and toolkits’ button in the topics list in the home page. A new page will open (http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/manuals-and-toolkits). Once again you can browse the latest additions, or you can choose from the list of topics from the left hand side list. With regard to the documents already available for download the following lists were used:

· participation manuals

· research methods

· children and young people manuals

It is important to note that the search engine works in such a way that the same documents can be retrieved under more than one category. Once again, pay attention to the green box at the bottom of the left hand side screen as it leads to valuable external sites.

Other interesting academic or institutional websites

The Chronic Poverty Research Centre (http://www.chronicpoverty.org) that is ‘an international partnership of universities, research institutes and NGOs established in 2000 with initial funding from the UK's Department for International Development’. Although the website is mainly interested with the issue of poverty, it is rich, informative and useful. Particularly interesting is the webpage title ‘Methods Toolbox’ (http://www.chronicpoverty.org/CPToolbox/toolboxcontents.htm).

With regard to the topic of participatory research, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation web page ‘Participatory approaches to research on poverty’ (http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/334.asp) offers a clear and short overview of this methodology of research. More interesting are the links to papers, articles and other documentation (click on the icon next to the text).

 Finally, an interesting site for those who are interested in student voice and on ‘students as researchers’ (SAR). SoundOut (http://www.soundout.org/) is a US based organisation whose ‘activities promote student voice in school as students and educators realize the powerful and purposeful possibilities of meaningful student involvement’. The website includes a list of current projects, toolkits, resources or student, teachers and researchers.

No National or International organisations were specifically used to retrieve documents whose focus was on methodology, although documented from these organisations were found in other databases. However, these sites are extremely useful and rich. Each will have its own searching facilities, its own nature and way of working. They can be used for browsing or for keeping oneself up to date with policies and reports. Listed below are a number of major organisations and their websites.

Department for International Development (DFID), UK - http://www.dfid.gov.uk/ 

Education for All Global Monitoring Report - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=43009&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

Global Education Reform - http://www1.worldbank.org/education/globaleducationreform/ 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) http://www.oecd.org 

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) - http://www.sida.se/ 

The World Bank Education web site - http://web.worldbank.org/ 

UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP) http://www.unesco.org/iiep/ 

UNESCO – http://www.unesco.org 

UNICEF - http://www.unicef.org/ 

Amongst these some are particularly useful.

The Save the Children’ and ‘Save the Children International Alliance’ (http://www.savethechildren.net/alliance/index.html) website hosts some worthwhile and interesting documents on how to involve children in research (http://www.savethechildren.net/alliance/resources/publications.html) under the rubric ‘Child Participation’.

 

There would be too many to list here. Generally, though, unless otherwise stated, individual or institutional subscription is required in order to download articles. There are though a number of agreement in place for access to some journals under various schemes, see below for a list of some of them.

Association of Commonwealth Universities Low Cost Journals Scheme - The

aim of the ACU Low Cost Journals Scheme is to facilitate the purchase of print journals in 17 countries across Africa. The Scheme allows institutions to purchase print subscriptions at greatly reduced rates, allowing universities to restore their libraries using their own funds, or those from external agencies (http://www.acu.ac.uk/lowcostjournals/ )

Journal Donation Project - Through an initiative at New School University, New York, libraries in 29 countries, including Eastern Europe and Africa, can purchase print and online subscriptions at highly discounted rates. The JDP is focused on the development of archives and on rebuilding major research and teaching libraries in countries that have fallen victim to political or economic deprivation (http://www.newschool.edu/centers/jdp/).

International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP) - Through an agreement between the International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP) and Taylor & Francis Group, eligible countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the New Independent States may purchase nationwide online access for its network of libraries and researchers (http://www.inasp.info/). 
For further information, go to: www.informaworld.com/developingworld 

This is a promising and at times very fruitful way of accessing knowledge on a variety of topics including research methodology. The possibilities and the pitfalls are as vast as the Internet itself. If on the one hand, online free access journals are a valuable resource, issues concerning the validity and the reliability of such journals is also important to keep in mind. The documents included under the methodology headings were retrieved using one main source, by no means the only one available. 

The SCRE Centre – free online journals

The SCRE Centre (http://www.scre.ac.uk/), at the University of Glasgow, Scotland, hosts a webpage listing a number of free online publications (http://www.scre.ac.uk/is/webjournals.html) worth browsing. Of interest are also a number of external links to other links such as:

British Education Index list of indexed journals - https://bei.leeds.ac.uk/Generated/JournalListing/beijournals.htm The Index lists all British education journals and facilitate access to their webpage. However, not all journals listed under the Index are free online journals. Yet, it is a useful tool if the aim is that of seeking publication.

Directory of Open Access Journals - http://www.doaj.org/ 

The Directory of Open Access Journals, as stated in their home page, ‘covers free, full text, quality controlled scientific and scholarly journals. We aim to cover all subjects and languages. There are now 3255 journals in the directory. Currently 1041 journals are searchable at article level. As of today 174875 articles are included in the DOAJ service’. Not all journals are in English, though. The database allows for three main search modes: the ‘browse by title’, the ‘browse by subject’, and ‘Find article’ mode. In the second mode Education will be found under the subject ‘Social Science’. The Education section contains 229 journals.

Educational Research Abstracts (ERA) list of indexed journals - http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713417651 

ERA is a ‘comprehensive database comprising specially selected high-quality abstracts which cover the current international research in education. A versatile research tool, ERA is supported by a fully-flexible search engine, and comprises links to the full-text online versions of articles where possible’, as stated in their home page. It requires a subscription, but a trial version is also possible.

Further resources

Two free online journals worth browsing are:

Educational Researcher (http://www.aera.net/publications/?id=317), one of a number of US journals published by the American Education Research Association (AERA)

The Qualitative Report (http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/index.html) 

Besides being an online free access journal specifically aimed at qualitative research issues, from the home page it is also possible to access a number of valuable resources. Of particular interest are the links to: journals and Textual resources.


Last, but not least, both Google and Google Scholar are impressive search engines. The first is comprehensive, but it requires to be able to discern between good and less good sites, and it also requires knowledge of what search terms to apply. The second allows to search the scholarly literature across disciplines and varied sources. While many of the entries are articles in subscription only journals, it is also possible to find and have access to freely downloadable material.
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